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GO JWST proposals
Feedback from a former JWST panelist



JWST Telescope Allocation Committee (TAC)

The task of the JWST TAC is to recommend a Science Program to the STScI 
Director in response to the Call for Proposals. Proposals are selected through 
competitive peer review.
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https://jwst-docs.stsci.edu/jwst-opportunities-and-policies/past-jwst-proposal-opportunities/jwst-call-for-proposals-for-cycle-2


Categories
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Proposals reviewed by the Discussion panels are subject to a two-stage review process: 

1) preliminary grading; and 
2) the review meeting.

Discussion panelists will read and grade all proposals that they are assigned, and write feedback comments 
for a subset of those. They also advise their Panel Chair on a subset of the Large, Treasury and Legacy 
proposals assigned for review to the Executive Committee. 
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Recommendations for writing a proposal
• Explicitly address the following points:

• Why your science case is important WITHIN the field?

• What is the BROADER astronomical relevance of your science case?


Try always to explicitly say what the impact is in a broader astronomical context. It is very important that the 
observations will not only answer specific questions of a particular target but that they also have an impact on other 
fields (e.g. planet formation, moon formation, etc.). 

• WHY is JWST absolutely necessary to achieve your science case?


• Keep in mind that not everybody on the panel is an expert in your field. Make sure you 
provide clearly the background for your science case.


• Don’t think that the references in your proposal speak for themselves. They should 
support something that you explicitly mention.


• Anticipate the questions that the reviewers may ask themselves while reading your 
proposal and provide the answer.
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• Provide simulations of the data you expect to get and how you will handle it → convince 
the panel that there will be a sound result after you get the data. Don’t forget to state all 
the assumptions made clearly.


• Always justify the target selection. Why is your target important for your science goal? 
Are there other targets that are also suitable? Explain how you concluded that your 
target is THE target.


• Data included in the proposal: ALWAYS with error bars.

• Make sure that the data that JWST will get for you will always answer important 

questions, even for a null result. Don’t give the impression that you go fishing.

• Figures: should be clear (all symbols explained) and as simple as possible. Figures can 

be your ally or your enemy.

• Triple-check the numbers you provide in your proposal. Typos can be fatal.


Recommendations for writing a proposal (cont.)
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Good luck!


