
General	Assembly	2022	
April	25-28,	Grindelwald

Grindelwald, 25-28.4.2022

157 registered 
participants

✅	Productivity ✅	Impact

✅	Networking

+ smaller projects under study
- NIGHT (Near-Infrared Gatherer of Helium Transits)
-  Others



April 2022, NIRPS IR spectrograph 
installed on the 3.6m ESO telescope 

First thermal cycle on-going
First image expected mid May

			

PLATO	TOU	Structural	&	Thermal	Model	(STM)	on	UBE	shaker	(le=)	
TOU	Flight	Model	(FM)	mechanical	parts	inside	UBE	thermal	chamber.	Credit:	UBE	

PLATO 
• April 2022:              

passed critical review
    => green light for building
• Tests (STM) on-going

UGE+UBE

At	larger	scale	and	important	for	PlanetS
In	space:	launch	of	JWST,	25.12.2021 On	the	ground:	progress	of	building	of	the	ELT

Feb	2022

And more since January….Activities in the news

https://nccr-planets.ch/news/

Martin	Turbet’s	professional	path How	Switzerland	contributes	to	PLATO Extreme	exoplanet	has	a	complex	and	exotic	atmosphere

A	closer	look	at	Jupiter’s	origin	story Imaging	an	Earthly	neighbour The	astronomer	in	your	class	room



Prestigious grants/fellowships
• Brice-Olivier Demory (UBE), ERC Consolidator 2022, SenseLife
• Monika Lendl (UGE), Eccellenza 2021, Tatiana (time variability as a window on planet climate)
• Vincent Bourrier (UGE), ERC starting grant 2021, Spice Dune (close-in planets)
• Judith Szulagyi (ETHZ), ERC starting grant 2020, Planet and Moon factory
• Xavier Dumusque (UGE), ERC starting grant 2020, SCORE (Signal COrrection to Reveal other Earths)
• Fabio Ferrari (UBE), Ambizione 2020, Dynamics and evolution of small bodies in the Solar System 
• Elspeth Lee (UBE), Ambizione 2020, Exoplanet atmospheres in 3D: Clouds, chemistry and radiative 

transfer in the JWST era. 

Honours
• Maria Schönbächler (ETHZ), Jessberger award 2021, Meteoritical Society
• Judith Szulagyi (ETHZ), MERAC Prize 2021
• Verle Sternen (ETHZ), Christoph Plantin Prize 2021, Belgium
• Monika Lendl (UGE), invited as the "ESA Distinguished Lecturer" 2022 at Space Telescope Science 

Institute, "highlighting breakthrough results from ESA missions” (CHEOPS) 
• Salome Gruchola (UBE), Faculty Prize 2021for best master thesis in sciences
• Chloe Fischer (UBE), Faculty Prize 2021 for best doctoral thesis in sciences
• Michel Mayor (UGE)

- Foreign member, Royal Academy of Sciences, Spain
- Foreign member, Academy of Sciences, Torino, Italy

at ETHZ
• Sascha	Quanz	

• Associate	professor	(ETHZ)	
• Yann	Alibert	

• promoted	to	associate	professor	(UBE)	
• Christophe	Lovis	

• promoted	to	associate	professor	(UGE)	
• Damien	Ségransan	

• promoted	to	associate	professor	(UGE)	
• Henner	Busemann	

• promoted	to	titular	professor	(ETHZ)	
• Joachim	Stadel	

• promoted	to	titular	professor	(UZH)	
• Antoine	Pomerol	

• Dozent	(UBE)

Recent faculty changes (scientific positions)

=>  Centre pour la Vie dans l’Univers (CVU) at UGE
      coordinated by Prof. Emeline Bolmont

4. Martin Turbet (UGE): Researcher at CNRS 

5. Others…



• Monika Lend
• Hubble Space Telescope - Time Alloc. Committee
• Europlanet Research Infrastructure - Science 

Advisory Board

Report	of	Year	7	of	PlanetS	(+	Phase	3	pre-proposal)	

=>	very	positive	

However:

Report	of	Year	7	of	PlanetS	+	Phase	3	pre-proposal		
Site	visit	(June	3-4	2021):	feedback	from	the	panel	(1)

Better	presentation	
of	the	connections		
between		activities
=>	improved	for		
proposal	of	Phase	3

Careers	of	women

✅ 	Phases	1-2	at	UGE	
							(Emeline,	Monika)	
✳ 	UBE	Plan	in	Phase	3

Presentation	skills
=>	to	be	improved

Report	of	Year	7	of	PlanetS	+	Phase	3	pre-proposal		
Site	visit	(June	3-4	2021):	feedback	from	the	panel	(2)



7- 2 proposal with matching fund from UGE: 77 kCHF 

Budget	Phase	2
- under	control,	i.e.	budget	used	or	attributed	to	well	defined	purposes	
- carry-over	for	projects/activities	ending	after	the	end	of	phase	2		

• pandemic	
• end	of	PhD	theses	or	postdoctoral	stays	
• delay	of	instrumental	projects	or	hardware	procurements	
• etc		
=>	Accepted	by	the	SNF	(12.04.2022)

Update on Outreach

(feasibility study completed)

51
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Phases 1 & 2 
8 years for  building a launch pad for Phase 3 and SIPS


