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To trace a gas giant’s birth, take its

temperature Une exoplanéte aux allures de cométe

Komet Tschuri ist jinger als
angenommen

" Planet Nino's profile floshed out

Closest Racky Alien Planet Discovered
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How to get the media
interested in your scientific papers

Or:
How to get the general public interested in your work

* Part 1 - Introduction
» Part 2 - Working in groups
 Part 3 - Presentation of group work and discussion
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What makes a media release
or science story?
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Caltech Researchers Find Evidence

of a Real Ninth Planet

Big news
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What makes a media release
or science story?

A random selection of media releases of January 2017

m The National Centres of Competence in Research (NCCR) are a
. Foundati

rrrrrrr h instrument of the Swiss National Science Foundation
SwWiISS NATIONAL SCirnce FOUNDATION



PlanetS

What makes a media release
or science story?

* Paper has to be scientifically relevant.
* Topic should appeal to general public.
» Other reasons...
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What makes a media release
or science story?

* [t's more a feeling than strict rules.
* Local stories work best.

The National Centres of Competence in Research (NCCR) are a
research instrument of the Swiss National Science Foundation
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What makes a media release
or science story?

Der Professor und die Zauberformel
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Local reference, people involved.
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What makes a media release
or science story?

PlanetS

SERVICE

A0S DE COMMUNICATION

Mchel Mayor ot Dicher Queios surdets du prix Wolf en physigue

Latest news of NCCR PlanetS.
Find all our media releases on the PlanetS Website.
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http://nccr-planets.ch/media-outreach/media/
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When you are in doubt whether your
paper Is suitable:

* Tell your story your children/parents/friends who
are non-experts. Can you motivate them to ask
questions?

* Remember a science story in another field than
astronomy (biology, medicine, archeology...).
Why did you read it? Has your story a similar
touch?
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Do not underestimate the audience.
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Even complicated topics can make news.
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The usual procedure

« Researcher informs communication people at his/her
institution (PlanetS), answers questions or writes draft press
release.

* |nstitution prepares press release and sends it out to media,
journalists, news agencies such as SDA and distribution
services such as AAS, Eurekalert, AlphaGalileo, idw.

« Some media might contact researcher for further
explanations/comments.

» Hopefully news is picked up by newspapers, TV, online
services.

m The National Centres of Competence in Research (NCCR) are a
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The usual procedure

» Please inform your communication people as early as
possible.

* A&A, ApJ: Press releases/stories can be published
when your paper is accepted.

« Science, Nature: Press releases/stories are under
strict embargo until the paper is published.
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?

Questionnaire of Keck Observatory to be answered by researcher

1. What did you discover?
2. Why is this important?

3. How does it change our
understanding of the
Universe?

4. How did Keck Observatory
contribute to the finding?

5. What instrument did you use
and what did it show you?

[iLLm The National Centres of Competence in Research (NCCR) are a

Swiss NAT AL SCIENCE FOUNDATION research instrument of the Swiss National Science Foundation
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?

Most important:

1.What's new?

What's the result of your scientific paper?
What did you discover?

2.\Why should we care?
Why is it interesting? Why is this important?
Is it useful?
Does it change present understanding?
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?

Most important:

* News first. Then explain impact.
« Keep it simple and short.
* No technical terms.

* Be aware that your readers are non-
experts.

* Who is the principal author (Swiss or
Swiss University member)?

research instrument of the Swiss National Science Foundation
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?

Almost as important:
lllustration: Images, graphics
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?

Almost as important:
lllustration: Images, graphics, videos, animations

Comet 67P/C-G shape formation
by sub-catastrophic collisions

M. Jutzi, W. Benz

m The National Centres of Competence in Research (NCCR) are a
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?

Almost as important:
lllustration: Images,
graphics,

videos, animations,
illustration ideas.

TOP TEN

Business
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?

Goodies: Emotions, personal statements
that illustrate your excitement.

...«We were quite nervous but it looks as though almost
everything functioned as we planned it. The resulting
Images are really sharp», says Antoine Pommerol...

...«The first images we received are absolutely
spectacular — and it was only meant to be a test», says
Nicolas Thomas...
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?

Goodies: Anecdotes, the story behind it.

..."We were speechless when we saw the image for the
first time in the control room at the observatory in Chile,”
remembers Christian Thalmann...“No one had expected
to find such well-defined, long-ranged and detailed
structures. At first, some members of the team thought
the observation must have been jittered by accident.”...
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?

Goodies: Comparisons that allow people to
relate to unfamiliar facts/dimensions.

..."It looks as if someone had smudged a freshly painted
picture into a wavy line with their finger,” says ETH
astrophysicist Christian Thalmann.

...«We saw Hebes Chasma at 2.8 metres per pixel»,
says Thomas. «That’s a bit like flying over Bern at 15’000
kilometres per hour and simultaneously getting sharp
pictures of cars in Zurich.»...
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?
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Astronomie

Komet «Tschuri» entstand

durch Kollisionen im Velo-
Tempo

BERN - BE - Der Komet «Tschuri» entstand vermutlich durch «sanfte» Kollisionen.
Computersimulationen deuten darauf hin, dass vor Milliarden von Jahren zwei eisige
Objekte im Velo-Tempo aufeinandergestossen sind.

m The National Centres of Competence in Research (NCCR) are a

research instrument of the Swiss National Science Foundation
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?

Goodies: Associations/images that allow
people to relate to unfamiliar facts/dimensions.

...Willy Benz compares the neck of the comet with the stem
of a glass: "A dishwasher has to clean very gently, so that
the stem of the glass does not break," says the
astrophysicist. Obviously, the solar system did not handle
this aspect as carefully...

..."So far, it has been assumed that comets are original
building blocks - similar to Lego," says Willy Benz. "Our
work shows that the Lego blocks no longer have their
original form, but the plastic that they consist of is still the
same as in the beginning.”...

m The National Centres of Competence in Research (NCCR) are a
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What kind of information do the
communication people need?

NS NF |

Swiss NATIONAL SCirnce FOUNDATION

CIt's a bit like looking at a
bunch of people”, says Yann
Alibert. “You see how tall and
how heavy they are, and you
try to think about what you
would be able to find out if you
knew their age — maybe that
In general young people have
more muscles.”

How could the mass, the
radius and the age of
exoplanets give away some
information about their internal

structure?....
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e Questions

 Feedback
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Komet Tschuri ist jinger als
angenommen

Lo sastemce exoplanciaire tres proche de noos

To trace a gas giant's birth, take its

temperature

LE FIGARO Firsiom

Une exoplanéte aux allures de cométe

=1
Low-mass star simudations faveur water-
rich, Larthalred planets
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